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Spotlight: An Exhibition of Yayoi Kusama’s
Most Iconic Motifs Alights at PAD London
Presented by Galerie von Vertes, "Yayoi Kusama: Inside Out" is on view

through October 16 and will continue online.
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Yayoi Kusama, Bronze Shoes (1999). Courtesy of Galerie von Vertes.

Every month, hundreds of galleries add newly available works by

thousands of artists to the Artnet Gallery Network—and every week,

we shine a spotlight on one artist or exhibition you should know.

Check out what we have in store, and inquire for more with one

simple click.

A.")'B+8'($$<')+'C3+*1 Starting at the PAD London art-and-design

fair, which is open through October 16, 2022, before opening

October 27 as an online exhibition, Galerie von Vertes

(https://www.artnet.com/galleries/von-vertes/exhibitions/) of Zurich

presents “Yayoi Kusama: Inside Out,

(https://www.vonvertes.com/en/exhibitions/upcoming)” a solo

exhibition of works by trailblazing Japanese artist Yayoi Kusama (b.

1929). Featuring works on paper, paintings, and “soft” sculptures,

the show encompasses some of Kusama’s most iconic motifs, such

as the pumpkin and repeating dots pattern, alongside examples of

more experimental endeavors, like the mixed-media Bronze Shoes

(1999). Accompanying the exhibition is a lavishly illustrated

catalogue that includes a wealth of biographical information and

critical insight into the life and career of one of the most significant

artists of our time.

A.&'A$'D;,$'E)1 Kusama’s mesmerizing polka dots—or “infinity nets,”

as they are dubbed in certain series—have long been a hallmark of

her work. Developing out of hallucinations that the artist first

experienced in childhood, the bright and variably sized dots have

evolved over the course of her career; for instance, in this exhibition

they are seen at their most fundamental, all-over form in Dots (1999),

as well as in the figurative Butterfly (1990)—not as the focus, but as

accents on the insect’s wings. Dots have become the artist’s

preferred method of shading, as can be seen in Lemon Squash (1992)

and Pumpkin (1990). As the catalog delves into, Kusama has faced an

incredible amount of adversity in her life and career due to gender

discrimination and stigma around mental illness. The exhibition

highlights how Kusama’s perseverance—both personally and

stylistically—over the decades has resulted in a highly recognizable

artistic style that has captivated the world.

>55+%<;3:')+').$'!"##$%&1 “‘Yayoi Kusama: Inside Out’ showcases

paintings, soft sculptures, and works on paper dating from 1952 to

2011 and dives into Kusama’s artistic ability to rise like a phoenix

from the ashes of hardship and trauma. [Kusama is] a radical female

and person of color who did not stay silent, using the media to her

advantage to create awareness by employing disturbance and shock

to shake the traditional hierarchal structures in society. [She

provokes] people to show their true colors, animating her

contemporaries to accept one another for who they are, irrespective

of race, background, gender, religion, disability, or sexual

orientation.”

See more featured works by Yayoi Kusama below.
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Yayoi Kusama, Pumpkin (1990). Courtesy of Galerie von Vertes.

Yayoi Kusama, Lemon Squash (1992). Courtesy of Galerie von Vertes.

Yayoi Kusama, Infinity Nets (XAZ) (1999). Courtesy of Galerie von Vertes.

(https://news.artnet.com/buyers-
guide/keyes-art-nela-arias-
misson-2022-2188244)

Expressionist Painter
Nela Arias-Misson
(https://news.artnet.com/buyers-
guide/keyes-art-nela-arias-
misson-2022-2188244)

Galerie von Vertes
Switzerland, Zurich

Member since 2003
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Yayoi Kusama, Butterfly (1990). Courtesy of Galerie von Vertes.

Yayoi Kusama, Dots (1999). Courtesy of Galerie von Vertes.

“Yayoi Kusama: Inside Out” is on view at PAD London through

October 16, 2022. The online exhibition

(https://www.vonvertes.com/en/exhibitions/current) will be open

October 27 through December 15, 2022.

Follow Artnet News (https://www.facebook.com/artnet) on Facebook: 

 

Want to stay ahead of the art world? Subscribe to our newsletter to

get the breaking news, eye-opening interviews, and incisive critical

takes that drive the conversation forward.

(http://link.artnet.com/join/522/newscta&hash=8e9534fb495110baf97a368037111816)
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